
Semicolons 
To us a semicolon, or to not use a semicolon? 

The purple of a semicolon is to: 

 Separate two complete sentences 

 Separate two complete sentences separated by a conjunctive adverb  

 Separate items in a series which contain commas 

Separating complete sentences: 

• A conjunction is usually used to combine two sentences.  

– Conjunctions are: and, but, or 

– Example: The birds’ feathers covered my floor but I remained calm. 

– Example: The library was full and I couldn’t find a place to sit. 

• Instead of using a conjunction, a semicolon can be used to combine these sentences 

– Example: The doctor was sued for malpractice; one of his patients had nearly died as a 

result of his carelessness.  

– Example: The library was full; I couldn’t find a place to sit. 

• Either method is acceptable. Neither of the two ways of separating sentences is better or worse. 

Separating complete sentences using a conjunctive adverb 

 A conjunctive adverb is a word such as however, therefore, nevertheless, instead, likewise, and 

consequently which is used to separate sentences. 

 The conjunctive adverb is preceded by a semicolon and followed by a comma. 

– Example:  Tammy studied very hard the night before; however, she still failed the test. 

– Example: Jake found a key on the ground; therefore, he took it to the Security office. 

Separating items in a series 

 Items in a list are usually separated by commas, but some items have commas within them. In this 

case, the items should be separated by semicolons.  

– Example: The custody case involved Amy Dalton, the child; Ellen and Mark Dalton, the 

parents; and Ruth and Hal Blum, the grandparents. 

 

Practice 

Insert semicolons in the correct places in the sentences below. In some cases you may have to replace a 

comma with a semicolon. 

 

1. She wanted to have ice cream, instead, she bought a hamburger. 

2. His mural on the side of the art building was phenomenal, his father was very proud. 

3. I want to visit the Eiffel Tower, Montmartre, and the Louvre museum in Paris, St. Mark’s 

Basilica in Venice, and the Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, and the Tower of London in 

London.  

4. The King regulated most of the trade in his country, therefore, he was very powerful. 

 

 

This resource was made by Melanie Rainosek. All information and some examples were found in 

The Little Brown Handbook. 

 


