
Introductory Paragraphs 

The purpose of an introductory paragraph is to present to your reader the issue 

your paper will be discussing. It should provide a general insight into the issue. 

Your thesis will be stated at the end of your introductory paragraph. 

 

Step-by-step Introduction: 

*The first sentence should pose a challenging question that you have turned into a 

strong statement. 

*The next sentence or two should be a general statement further explaining this 

and answer the phrase “so what?” It may introduce why this topic is becoming a 

problem or a concern. 

As you get closer to your claim (thesis) become more specific on what you are 

proving. 

*The last sentence should be your thesis stated clearly. 

 
 

First, start with a challenging question to pose about your issue to your reader. 

 

Example: 

 

Did you know that many teens across America are required to submit to taking a drug test in school? 

 

Write your question below: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next, turn it into a strong statement: 

 

Many teens across America are required to submit to taking a drug test in school. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next, state why this is a problem/concern and why this is a controversial topic? 

 

This is becoming a concern for both students and parents because it raises issues of invasion of personal 

rights. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lastly, state your thesis. 

 

Drug testing should be mandatory for all high school students because it creates a safer environment, 

leads to higher academic success, and eliminates long term health problems. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally, combine all parts together to form a single introductory paragraph. 

 

Many teens across American are required to submit to taking a drug test in school. This is becoming a 

concern for both students and parents because it raises issues of invasion of personal rights. Drug testing 

should be mandatory for all high school students because it creates a safer environment, leads to higher 

academic success, and eliminates long term health problems. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


