
Concluding Paragraphs 
Since the conclusion paragraph is the last thing your reader will read of your paper, you’ll want 

this section of your paper to make a lasting impression.  

 

The conclusion paragraph should contain: 

 Your thesis as an overview of what was said in your paper 

o Now that you have told your reader the important points about your topic, they 

know a lot more about it than they did when they began. You should restate 

your thesis, but now you can refer back to your body paragraphs when stating 

your point rather than simply introducing it.  

 A reason why they read the information you have presented  

o Tell your reader what the importance of the information was. 

 A very brief summary of the information they have learned 

 What they can do with that information/Call to action (optional) 

o This is particularly helpful in a persuasive paper. This tells the reader what action 

they can take now that they have learned more about the subject. 

 

Your concluding paragraph should not contain: 

 New information 

o Any important new information belongs in your body paragraphs. If you want to 

include information that does not all into one of you paragraphs, make a new 

body paragraph. If you do this, make sure that the new information that you 

include relates to your thesis somehow. 

 Any apology for what you’ve said or anything that undoes what you’ve already said 

 An exact replica of your introduction or thesis 

o  The conclusion should make some of the same points, but the information 

should be different since the reader now knows more on the topic you’ve 

written about. Your thesis and information should also be written in new words 

so that you are not repeating yourself. 

 An announcement about what you’ve done 

o Do not use the phrase, “In this essay, I have shown…” or similar phrases. You 

have already explained this in your paper, so there’s no need to remind the 

reader what you’ve done. Also, avoid using “I” unless your professor tells you 

otherwise. 

 

 


