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What is a coordinating conjunction? 

Coordinating conjunctions include the words and, but, not, nor, so, and yet. 

 
When are they used? 

Coordinating conjunctions are used to bridge two complete clauses that could otherwise 
stand by themselves. 

 
How can I tell if I have my coordinating conjunction between two complete clauses? 

A clause is complete as long as it has a subject and a verb. A subject is the person or 
thing the sentence is about. A subject can include I, me, we, you, he, she, it, and they. It 

can also be a name, such as Carl, Cassandra, or Bob. The verb is the action in the 
sentence. Actions verbs are numerous, but a few examples of action verbs include run, 

add, name, and sing.  

 
How do I use a coordinating conjunction? 

The coordinating conjunction always follows a comma that separates the clauses. The 
order goes first complete clause, comma, coordinating conjunction, second complete 

clause.  

 
Here are a few examples of correct comma and coordinating conjunction sentences: 

I am extremely tired, but my roommate is keeping me awake. 
Ann is always eating, and she usually makes a mess. 

She needs to learn how to clean, or I may find a new roommate. 
 

Here is a trick to help you recognize when your sentence is complete: 

An easy way to check your sentence is to take out the comma and coordinating 
conjunction and replace it with a period. If both of your two new sentences are 

complete, your previous sentence is correct. For example, take the sentence “He owns 

a sweet car, yet he never drives it.” By taking out the comma and the word “yet” and 
replacing it with a period, you now have two sentences: “He owns a sweet car. He never 

drives it.” These are both complete sentences. “He” acts as the subject of both, and 

“owns” and “drives” are the action verbs. This sentence is written correctly! 
 

Now it’s your turn! Circle the correct sentence: 

 
I went to school today, and it was a long day. 

I went to school today, and was bored. 

 
For more information, look on page 85 (23b) of The Little, Brown Essential Handbook.  


