
STRUCTURE & ORGANIZATION ROADMAP 

How Outlining Connects to Drafting 

 

-The outline is the skeleton of the 1st draft of the research essay.  

-Like the essay, the outline should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

-Like the essay, your outline may have properly formatted in-text citations 

within the body section, and thus, a corresponding reference list as well. 

 

-Since your essay is based on research and your outline is the blueprint for 

your research, we encourage you to incorporate all of your required sources 

into the development of your outline or visual organizer. 

-This way you’ll know where to build your paragraphs—how the puzzle pieces 

fit together. 

Body Paragraph Development 

(a general guide) 

1. Topic sentence: introduces main idea of paragraph 

2. Main point: statement directly addressing one of main previewed points 

from thesis 

3. Claim: evaluative statement about that main point 

4. Evidence: support for claim (examples, expert testimony, statistics, etc.) 

5. Conclusion: restates main idea of paragraph and summarizes main points 

6. Transition: bridges what has come above with what will come below 

 
 

    
 

Organizing your Essay 

 

Title page 

Introduction (with thesis statement) 

Main Point #1  

Main Point #2  

Main Point #3  

Conclusion (restate thesis & summarize  

main points) 

Reference list  

 

Revision Checklist 

 Have you collaborated with a Writing Center Mentor or 

your instructor on your thesis statement? 

 Does your outline have an introduction, a body, and a 

conclusion? 

 Does your introduction contain a thesis statement that 

clearly states a debatable assertion and previews the 
main points of support? 

 Are there full and complete sentences? 

 Are there properly formatted in-text citations in your 
outline? Is there a corresponding reference list? 

 Does your conclusion restate your thesis sand summa-
rize your main points? 

 Have you reviewed your course resources? 

Great work on making it to this part of the project! Once you’ve done your preliminary research and prewriting you will work on organizing the 

main ideas of your research paper by creating a writing plan in the form of an outline or a visual organizer. Here you'll begin to demonstrate where 

and how the research connects to the thesis statement. The thesis statement is the key. What you preview in the thesis will help you to develop and 

to organize your essay’s body paragraphs. Contact a Writing Center Mentor if you have any questions or concerns along the way. We’re here to 

help!  

Writing Center Mentor Contact Info 

writing.center@briarcliff.edu 

712-279-5520 

HH050 

bcuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 
 

We are available for assistance on Monday-

Friday and on Sundays. Please contact us 

for an appointment.  


