
EDITING & REVISING ROADMAP 

 

 

    
 

Organizing your Essay 

 

Title page 

Introduction (with thesis statement) 

Main Point #1  

Main Point #2  

Main Point #3  

Conclusion (restate thesis & summarize  

main points) 

Reference list  

 
Effective Paraphrasing 

1. Put idea in your own words 

2. Put idea in your own sentence structure 

3. Be sure to cite correctly in APA/MLA/Chicago 

 
5 Levels to Editing & Revising 

Essay Level 

Paragraph Level 

Sentence Level 

Word Level 

MLA/APA/Chicago Level  
 

PERHAPS THE BEST REVISION STRATEGY 

YOU CAN UTILIZE IS TO  

READ YOUR WORK OUT LOUD  

Editing and revising is important because communication is a process, whether written, spoken, played, or thought. Miles Davis didn’t produce The 

Birth of Cool without hitting a few bad notes in the process. Ernest Hemingway once noted he had to revise the last page of one of his novels 60+ 

times. Lance Armstrong falls off his bike every now and again and Tony Hawk wrecks on his skateboard. Translation: WE ALL MAKE MIS-

TAKES! Editing and revising is about learning to recognize and implement successful strategies for effective drafting at the word, sentence, para-

graph, essay, and MLA levels. Writing Center Mentors are here to help with this process. Don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Writing Center Mentor Contact Info 

writing.center@briarcliff.edu 

712-279-5520 

HH 050 

bcuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 
 

We are available for assistance on Mon-

day-Friday and on Sundays. Please  

contact us for assistance. 

REVISION SUMMARY 
 

1. Reflect on what you edited and 

revised in your essay and why 

2. Reflect on what revision strategies 

you incorporated in process 
 

Examples: spell-check, using OWL, 

attending a webinar, talking to a Writ-

ing Center Mentor, peer review, etc. 

Editing & Revising Checklist 
 

1. Does your introductory paragraph contain some brief background context 
and a clear thesis statement? 
2. Does your thesis statement offer a assertion and a preview of main points of 
support? 
3. Do your body paragraphs directly connect to one of the main points you pre-
viewed in your thesis statement? 
4. Do you have effective body paragraph development (topic sentence, main 
point, claim, evidence, conclusion, transition)? 
5. Do you have a conclusion paragraph that clearly restates the thesis and sum-
marizes its main points? 
6. Is all of your writing in MLA, APA , or some other appropriate style and for-
mat? 
7. Do you have 1-1 correspondence between your in-text and reference cita-
tions? 
8. Have you summarized, paraphrased, synthesized, and quoted properly? 
9. Have you used credible source material to support your assertions ? 
10. Have you had a peer review your essay or have you read your essay out 
loud? 


