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 APA style is a system for documenting and 
formatting your research materials.

 Scholars use APA style to produce a “uniform” 
system of documentation.

 When you use APA style, your audience can 
go back and find your research materials 
themselves.

 Most college students have not used APA 
style before, so don’t worry if it is new to you.
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 OWL: The Online Writing Lab at Perdue

 Always find it quickly by typing “OWL APA” 
into Google.   
◦ You can also add words like “journal article” to your 

search to find info faster within the OWL site.
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 There are 2 basic elements to APA style
◦ Reference page entry format
 Here’s a sample Reference page entry for an article found in 

an online database (note the indents and double-spacing).

Jones, A. (2007). A short history of the presentation. Verbal   

Presentations Today, 35. Retrieved March 15, 2008, from     

Expanded Academic Search Complete database.

◦ In-text citation format
 Here’s a sample in-text citation for the above resource.  

Keep in mind that in-text citations come at the END of a 
sentence of text.  Use a period after the citation if it ends a 
sentence.

(Jones, 2007)
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 You need to know the following basic format concepts:

◦ How is the author’s name listed? Last name, a comma, and first 
initial. See slides #4, #8, #10

◦ What do you do if there isn’t a single author listed? Check your 
resources for specific examples. You may have to use a corporation  
name or article title.  See slides #12, #13, #14

◦ How is the date of publication listed? Usually just the year. 
◦ What are the special APA title capitalization rules? Only capitalize the 

first word of the title, a word after a colon, and proper nouns.
◦ How is a book title formatted and capitalized? Italics and special 

capitalization rules. See slide #8
◦ How is an article title formatted and capitalized? No special font 

formatting, but special capitalization rules apply. See slide #11
◦ How do you cite a web site address? Check your resources for 

specific examples. See slides #13, #14, #15
◦ How do you cite newspapers and magazines? See slides #11, #12
◦ How do you cite articles from online databases? See slides #4, #15
◦ What is the basic format for an in-text citation? 

Last name, a comma, publication year. See slide #4
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 Note that the page is called “References,” all sources are in 
alphabetical order, everything is evenly double-spaced, and all lines 
of a reference except the first line are indented 5 spaces (this is 
called a hanging indent). Hit the “tab” key to indent 5 spaces.

(Faigley, 2007, p. 652)
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 Instead of author names, corporation names are used in this 
example.  Sometimes an individual author will not be available.

(Faigley, 2007, p. 650)
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(Faigley, 2007, p. 638)

Learn the basic format of an APA entry using the “book” example.
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 Author
 Year of Publication
 Title of Source
 Publication information

Remember this sentence:
Are You Totally Prepared?

Author   Year
Title Publication Information
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 Here is a screen-shot of some examples from p.369.

(Faigley, 2007, p. 369)
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 Learn the basics of print periodical entries so you can build 
on that knowledge for online entries.

(Faigley, 2007, p. 641)
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 You will probably encounter more online periodicals than 
print periodicals, but you may need to know how to cite a 
hard-copy magazine or newspaper.

 Notice that the date area for magazines and articles may 
contain more information than just the year.

(Faigley, 2006, p. 642)

 If an article lacks an author, follow this example for the full 
reference and in-text citation. 

12(Ruszkiewicz, et al, 2008, p. 365) 



 There are many variations on online source entries, so be 
sure to check the e-texts.

13(Faigley, 2007, p.644)
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You may often have to use an organization name for a 
website if an individual author is not indicated.

(Faigley, 2007, p.645)
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(Faigley, 2007, p.645)



 For a more in-text citation variations, please visit 
these pages in OWL:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/03/
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 See the “Multimedia” section in the OWL 
website for DVDs, CDs, TV shows, etc.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/03/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/03/
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